
* Get on in your job, your profession, your life

* Beat the opposition, selling yourself and your wares

* Engage an audience and give a good account of yourself

* Become more confi dent, charismatic and in demand

* Star on the conference platform and in social situations

By Dr Ray Lowry

Be an entertaining speaker
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For some people success is very important; for others it is 
less so. Not everyone wants to be a winner. Many people are 
happy to be mediocre, just satisfi ed to be ordinary.  But others 
want to be the best they can be and that often involves being 
a good public speaker. 

Public speaking is one activity that 
sorts the sheep from the goats. 
Run-of-the-mill speakers are the 
norm. Our colleagues and friends 
are surprisingly tolerant of ‘death-
by-PowerPoint™’, mumbled banalities 
and weak jokes. Some people are so 
brilliant at what they do that their 
poor public speaking is tolerated and 
overlooked. But you can’t rely on 
talent alone, especially if your world 
is a competitive one.

Learn how to be 
entertaining with 
the experts and you 
really can excel.

Be better than just competent at public 
speaking – learn our techniques and become an entertaining speaker.  There are 
many books and courses on how to present yourself in public. Some promise the 
earth – to turn you into a motivational wizard in three easy steps, to make you 
the toast of the conference platform, to win the hearts of your future in-laws at 
the wedding reception. Other paths to better public speaking are more modest 
but are usually ineffective. Can you really raise your game by body language 
alone? Are there actually ‘power words and phrases’ that can make you stand 
out from the crowd? Of course not.  But learn how to be entertaining with the 
experts and you really can excel.

Talk your way to success

The rewards of being an entertaining speaker 

If you are an academic or teacher you will be better at your job and your 
students will regard you as talented. If you are in business you will get more 
opportunities, beat your rivals for the work or wow the shareholders at the 
AGM. If you are a professional person you will be admired by colleagues, rise 
to the top of your profession and achieve positions of power. If you want to get 
ahead socially, being an entertaining speaker will bring you repeat invitations 
and help you pass muster at those important functions. 

All the support you need

Many people in your work and social circles admire entertaining speakers but 
few try to become one. Some really don’t want to be popular or admired – we all 
know people like that! But most are too terrifi ed to try or don’t know how to 
make the changes. 

What you need is an 
authoritative, comprehensive, 
practical, supportive and 
sympathetic package. 

It can also be good fun. When 
people laugh at your jokes, 
are enthralled by your stories, 
hang on your every word, seek 
your counsel and invite you to 
all those events, life becomes 
much more enjoyable. 

Don’t allow your poor presentation skills 
to let you down. Be an entertaining 
speaker and talk your way to success.

Success is often a relative 
thing. You compete with 
your opponents, your rivals 
(even your friends) and often 
that will involve public 
speaking. Don’t allow your 
poor presentation skills to let 
you down. Be an entertaining 
speaker and talk your way to 
success.

We have something 
for everyone: a book, a 
correspondence course, 
workshops and master 
classes, one-to-one 
training and support.
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Entertaining 
speaking needs good 
research and special 
project management.

Dr Lowry was a senior 
academic for many years, 
being successful in all aspects 
of the job: winning fi nance 
from prestigious funding 
bodies, carrying out complex 
research projects 
involving professionals 
and members of the 
public, writing up 
and publishing the 
fi ndings in esteemed, 
peer-reviewed 
professional journals.  

Before he became an academic he 
was a practising doctor and dentist 
specialising in public health, 
behaviour change management 
and social marketing. This work 
gave him unique insights into what 
engages and persuades groups of 
people, which are useful skills for the 
competent, entertaining speaker.

Dr Lowry has written 
professional comedy for 
radio and television (The 
Two Ronnies, The Dave 

Allen Show, Weekending, 
The Betty Witherspoon 
Show, Don’t look now), 
for comedians (Dave 
Allen, Kenneth Williams, 

Don Maclean) and for 
newspapers and magazines , 
for example TV Times.

From raw recruits 
to effective 
practitioners

Dr Lowry was training programme 
director for public health in the 
Northern Health Region for three 
years. Part of his job was to take 
inexperienced, raw recruits (though 
they were already qualifi ed doctors, 
dentists and health professionals) and 
turn them into effective practitioners, 
able to pass exams and function 
successfully in all walks of public 
health life.  

Presentation skills (public speaking 
and person-to-person) were a key to 
their success and Dr Lowry developed 
distinctive methods to improve the 
writing and performance skills of 
trainees and trainers.

Dr Ray 
Lowry’s 
credentials

He also has extensive experience as an entertainer: on 
television and radio (straight and comedy) as a chat-show 
host, interviewer, anchor and presenter; and on stage as 
a professional and amateur stand-up comedian and as a 
performer in revue, pantomime and straight plays.

Ray’s comedy resumé includes 
writing for big comedy names such 
as Dave Allen, the Two Ronnies, 
Don Maclean and Kenneth Williams.

Bringing it all 
together

Like most people who have had to 
speak in public and who want to be 
good at it, Dr Lowry sampled all of 
the available assistance he could fi nd: 
books, courses, acting coaches, self-
help tapes, distance learning, speaker 
organisations and so on. And, like 
most people, he found the majority 
unhelpful, even counter-productive. 

But he steadily picked the best of the 
bunch, the things the real experts 
knew and relied on and the resources 
that the successful speakers prize. 
Now he has brought all that together 
for the benefi t of those who really 
do want to become an entertaining 
speaker.
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Some people want more than just a book. A book presents 
the theory and practical hints, examples and discussions 
about the subject. But if you want to go further – but not as 
far as one-to-one/practical training in workshops – then the 
correspondence course is for you.

What does the course involve?

The course involves a series of ten lessons. Each one is sent to you and, in 
later lessons, you will submit answers for comment. The beginning of the 
course is didactic: the theory and practice are laid out and discussed and 

the entertaining speaker intern is 
gathering information, learning 
facts, appraising theory and 
absorbing the mysteries of the art 
and science. 

As the course progresses, there is 
less teaching and more work for the 
scholar to do: gathering information, 
structuring, writing and rewriting, 
planning presentations, rehearsing 
and mastering public speaking. Your 
course tutors will work more and 
more closely with you, guiding you 
and offering help and support.

What’s in store for you 
on the correspondence 
course?
 
A general introduction is followed 
by the challenges of public speaking. 
The third lesson is The scope of public 
speaking: defi nitions; the good, the 
bad and the awful; how to criticise 
presentations/public speaking; and what 
makes a good presentation and why. 
Lesson four (Memory one) looks at the 
place of memory in the entertaining 
public speaker’s repertoire, the 
principles of a good memory and starts 
you on your fi rst memory training 
exercises. 

Think like an audience (lesson fi ve) 
examines target audiences for public 
speaking, how to analyse and why. Next is Getting the brief: Gathering the 
information, what to look for and why, aims and objectives of the job. 

The fi nal lessons of the correspondence course prompt you to skill up on 
the essential competences of the entertaining speaker: Getting the material, 
converting written material into a script (Written to spoken), perfecting the 
appropriate memory techniques (Memory two) and bringing it all together 
(Mastery). 

The fi nal lesson (practicalities of the public speaking business) rounds off the 
course with the business side of entertaining public speaking (getting work, 
fees, professional versus amateur, what are the limits…).

If you are serious about becoming an 
entertaining speaker, one-to-one training 
and/or workshops will be essential.

The correspondence course 
is stand-alone but is ideally 
complemented by the book 
and practical training 
and support. If you are 
serious about becoming 
an entertaining speaker, 
one-to-one training and/or 
workshops will be essential. 
The correspondence course is 
not just a repeat of the book, 
nor a substitute for practical 
training.

Correspondence course

“Your course tutors 
will work more 

and more closely 
with you, guiding 
you and offering 

help and support.”
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What’s entertainment? looks at 
the personality you want to put into 
your public speaking. You want your 
audience to be entertained, so you 
and your talk have to have certain 
features. We explore the forms of 
entertainment you might choose and 
later see how you can deliver the 
desired package.

Preparation concentrates on 
the tasks undertaken fi rst. After 
considering communication in theory, 
we look at audiences (touching on 
how to think as a listener), types of 
presentation, topics, titles and, fi nally, 
purpose and point.

Written speech covers that phase 
when thoughts are committed to 
writing. We will consider assembling 
ideas as the process where raw 
materials are sourced. It includes 
the structure of your offering, the 

middle, close, and opening sections; 
and the formal act of writing.

In speech to script, we turn written 
material into spoken material. Two 
other topics are covered: adding spice 
to the performance and props.

The performance section takes us 
into the physical side of speaking 
in public. We consider audience 
rapport, body and voice and audience 
involvement; anxiety, rehearsal and 
warm-up.

Questions looks at how to 
handle questions and concentrates 
particularly on hostile questions.

So you want to be funny/a story-
teller covers the special skills you 
need to become an entertaining 
speaker/performer with the emphasis 
on comedy.

‘Be an entertaining 
speaker’ by Dr Ray Lowry

Contains all you need to get started 
and most of what you need to 
become an entertaining speaker

The book ‘Be an entertaining 
speaker’ has the following chapters:

Introduction1. 
What’s entertainment?2. 
Preparation3. 
Written speech4. 
Speech to script5. 
Performance6. 
Questions7. 
So you want to be funny/ 8. 
a story teller…..

At the end of the book is an appendix 
on memory techniques relevant to 
being an entertaining speaker. 

BE AN
ENTERTAINING 
SPEAKER

DR RAY LOWRY

The self-help guide 
to being interesting, 
effective and funny 
in front of any 
audience

ORDER YOUR COPY 
ONLINE TODAY!
www.amazon.com

Be an entertaining speaker is the book specially written 
for our advancement programme. It provides the theoretical 
background to the techniques we advocate and teach. It is 
written in a light style and is easily digestible. It contains 
all you need to get started and most of what you need to 
become an entertaining speaker if you are trying it solo.

What each chapter explores

The book is complemented by the rest 
of the programme: a correspondence 
course, one-to-one coaching and support, 
workshops and master classes, and 
taster sessions we organise around 
the country to meet demand. Details 
of the programme and how you can 
access it are at the end of this booklet.

“The book provides 
the theoretical 
background to 
the techniques we 
advocate and teach.”
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One-to-one training

Ray can help you to:
Entertain guests at parties or • 
dinners

Inject some humour into your • 
speeches or presentations

Entertain your customers• 

Break into the public speaking • 
business

Even try your hand at stand-up • 
comedy

How it works:

To start with, our one-to-one support and advice service is aimed at people who 
want to improve their public speaking (say a speech to make, a date with an 
audience etc). 

It is a personalised, confi dential, sympathetic and realistic service tailored to 
your needs and priced to suit your pocket and the job. After you make contact, 
we can decide how much support you want and which channel is appropriate: 
phone, email or in person.

Public speaking training that’s unique to 
you. Face-to-face, on the phone, tailored 
for a specifi c event… however you prefer.Personal one-to-one training from Ray 

Lowry, experienced speaker and comic:

Whether you speak in business, in education, or you’re nervous about a 
wedding speech, Ray Lowry can help you be entertaining and confi dent in 
front of any audience…

Public speaking training that’s unique to you. Face-to-face, on the phone, 
tailored for a specifi c event… however you prefer.

Think of the benefi ts:
Your memory and concentration get • 
sharper

Your confi dence increases• 

You become more profi cient in • 
business and social situations

“I wish there 
had been a 

me or the 
service I offer 

when I was 
starting out.”

Ray Lowry is 
an experienced 
speaker and 
comic

It is a personalised, confi dential, 
sympathetic and realistic service tailored to 
your needs and priced to suit your pocket 

and the job
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What people say
People on that stage need to be grounded and not try to be superior to the audience, 
not arrogant, not stand-offi sh, not above the audience, not judging. And they will 
be more interesting if they expose their human side, and put across (genuinely) 
that they are not better than anybody else.

Administrator, Scotland

Offi ce worker, Scotland

Too many people who are poor presenters have been dragooned into speaking, say 
at work; they don’t want to do it, it’s obvious their heart isn’t in it and they just read 
out a prepared script. That typifi es the poor presentation that is oh so common.

Academic, Newcastle

I tended to speed up when I was 
nervous and now I don’t talk so fast 
and I have made my presentations 

more interesting.

Putting more personality into it takes 
confi dence, training and support. 
Some people have the talent for it but it 
can be brought out. 

Shop manager, Scotland

I had written a prize-winning essay and I had to make a presentation to the top 
Department of Health people. I wished I hadn’t won the competition! But the help 
I received turned a terrifying ordeal into something I would like to repeat. Quite a 
turnaround.

Dental student, Newcastle

www.drlowryafterdinnerspeaker.co.ukwww.drlowryafterdinnerspeaker.co.uk

STOP PRESS
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